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They Also Can Serve 


JOHN STICKLER, CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR, 
COMPLETES TRAINING FOR PEACE CORPS 


An editorial in the Times-Advocate, Escon- 
dido, California, entitled ''They Also Can 
Serve", asked ifa conscientious objector to mil- 
itary service, all other things being equal, 
would be an acceptable member of the Peace 
Corps. The question has been debated since 
John C. Stickler, a former University of Ari- 
zona and Yale student, left for Peace Corps 
training. 

An Arizona State Senator and others have 
raised objections to the acceptance of Stickler 
in the Peace Corps, and those who oppose his 
appointment seem to feel that he is not fit to 
serve in this capacity. Stickler's local draft 
board had classified him as aconscientious ob- 
jector. 

The editorial stated: ''Stickler's ownattitude 
makes better sense, it seems to us. He thinks 
the Peace Corps offers anideal chance for men 
who want to serve their country but balk at bear- 
ing arms. When asked abouthis motivation he 
said: 'I want to further world peace. I've been 
upset about nuclear war since high school days. 
I want to do justwhatone mancando,' We think 
Stickler and others of his turn of mind should be 
allowed to serve in this way if they have the nec- 
essary qualities. Selective Service boards de- 
fer men because they are employed inessential 
industries. Why should men of established loy- 
alty be denied the right to serve their country 
simply because they draw the line at using weap- 
ons to kill their fellow men? Proper safe- 
guards, however, must be taken to keep the 
Peace Corps from becoming a haven for draft 
dodgers. "' 

(Continued on page 3) 





William Springer Discharged 


From Air Force 


On September 5 William C. Springer was 
separated from the Air Force with no future 
Reserve obligation. His first discharge re- 
quest, submitted on June 6, 1960, because of 
conscientious objection tofurther military duty 
was refused and he was reassigned to Otis Air 
Force Base, Massachusetts. His second re- 
quest, submitted on June 27, 1961, after he had 
spent almost a year re-examining his convic- 
tions and preparing another sincere request, 
was approved the last week of August. 

When William Springer enlisted in the Air 
Force inJune, 1959, he was nota conscientious 
objector. His experiences subsequent to en - 
listment brought him to these convictions. In 
his request he said, ''My religious convictions 
preclude any contribution to the use of violence, 
destruction, and killing because they are con- 
trary to the will of God. My pre-eminent 
responsibility is to my God, even if so doing 
conflicts with a policy of my nation. ... My 
intense desire is toenter benevolent, construc- 
tive work and promote Christian pacifism 

(Continued on page 3) 


October Draft Call 20,000 


According to the latest information from 
Selective Service, the October draft call will 
be 20, 000. 

The Director of Selective Se rvice has pointed 
out that ''the projected buildup of the military 
forces is not extensive enough toaffect present 
deferment policies. The supply of I-A men 
available to meetanticipated calls is more than 
adequate, even allowing for high rejection 
rates. "' 
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Reflections Of Civilian Public Service 


HAROLD S. MARTIN (IN CPS 1942-46) 


Perhaps the fifteen-year time span since 
CPS came to anend is still too short to honestly 
set forth its strengths and weaknesses as an 
experience in church-state relationships and as 
an opening thrust in the development of newer 
ways of sharing in common service projects. 
Much good history has already been written 
about this period. I shall therefore attempt to 
give some personal observations that have be- 
come more distinct in the decade and a half 
since I was discharged from CPS. 


ALTERNATIVE SERVICE PROGRAM 


The United States alternative service pro- 
gram of World War IJ will doubtless mark a 
new era in constructive non-military service. 
Never before, except in isolated individual 
cases, had a government committed itself to 
permit a qualified draft -age male to stay out of 
military service and to do many and varied 
forms of constructive service. The size of the 
group responding to these service opportunities 
and the relative success of its administration 
has moved other nations of the world to adopt 
some of these same principles recognizing con- 
science. The experience also enabled the U.S. 
to enhance the alternative service program by 
the much improved formof I-W service now in 
operation. The embodiments of human rights 
in CPS seem tohave been a leavening influence 
in governmental attitudes which were trans- 
ferred to the United Nations and are now set 
forth as goals for millions of people every- 
where. 


CONTRIBUTION TO THE CHURCHES 


In addition to the government, CPS evidenced 
a unique contribution to the churches. We must 
concede that while the service motives were 
evident, the churches worked for the establish- 
ment of CPS basically as a defensive measure 
to assure the preservation ofthe peace witness 
for the churches themselves. The men in the 
camps did a relatively good job of establishing 
strong peace convictions. Butthey went beyond 
this by rethinking their own relationship to the 


church and its witness in the world. Many 
church leaders today, who may have never giv- 
en serious consideration to the call to church 
vocationapart from CPS, are making a signif- 
icant contribution to peace. 

The practical necessity for cooperation of 
various church groups through the National 
Service Board for Religious Objectors enabled 
church groups to discover that integrity need 
not be violated to cooperate with other groups. 
And such cooperation carried on in the finest 
Christian tradition will enhance and enrich each 
participant. 


ADVANCES IN MEETING SOCIAL NEEDS 


The Christian Church has always beenin the 
forefront of new advances in meeting social 
needs. CPS brought to attention the fact that 
mental hospitals were being operated on prin- 
ciples outdated a century before. CPS attend- 
ants went into the wards and literally took over 
unto themselves the life of the patient himself 
as they gave enemas and emptied bed pans. 
From this menial service done on a relatively 
small scale there came forth not only a new vis- 
ionfor the churches with pilot projects in men- 
tal health, but for the nation as a whole. New 
state buildings, increased government appro- 
priations, new techniques of treatment--all of 
these might easily be traced to a core of a- 
roused people who saw the very inside of these 
forgottenplaces. The advances were too great 
to attribute them to the eye-opening of ''COs"' 
alone but certainly the CPS menwere among the 
first to lift the blinds and let the light shine in. 

In March 1960, my wife andI were privileged 
to spend two weeks in Puerto Rico. We visited 
Castaner just prior to the dedication of the new 
half million dollar hospital sponsored by the 
Church of the Brethren. Back in the hills, 
away from centers of population, itmight seem 
to have been misplaced. But down from the 
hills and in from the coffee plantations came 
people who spoke with loving respect for the 
Americanos whowere there from 1943 to 1946 
and some who have returned to become a per- 
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manent part of the community. These efforts 
started as a way out of war but became a way 
into human service. We also visited the Men- 
nonite Hospital at Aibonito which is of compar- 
able quality and service. What seemed like a 
mere drop in the bucket of humanneed has now 
grown to a full fledged mission program. 


INFLUENCE OF CPS ON VOCATIONS 


At a youthful age many CPS men had never 
thought through the implications of vocation. 
Today there are better farmers, teachers, 
businessmen--vocations which could easily 
have been filled by ordinary men but now have 
been transformed into unordinary fields of 
service because ofa glimpse of the tremendous 
need of the world for more than ordinary peo- 
ple. When I returned to business in 1946 after 
four years of CPS I found my sense of values 
in conflict. In public health work our meas- 
urement of success was not in tangible terms 
for we were more concerned with changed pat- 
terns of thought. In returning to business I dis- 
covered our primary motivation was in what 
the cash register had to sayand even though it 
talked in dollars it was nota satisfying mes- 
sage. New ways of rendering service both in 
the community and in the church had to be found. 
What was a personal experience for me was 
duplicated in the lives of many others. 


WEAKNESSES OF CPS 


In this review of some of the results of Ci- 
vilian Public Service one could be tempted to 
dwell on the good alone. But there were areas 
of weakness which should be mentioned. One 
of the most serious problems was to locate and 
develop the kind of work projects that seemed 
significant as alternative service in war time. 
Anothe r problem that persistently faced camp 
directors was the "lostness"' of some of the men 
in a change to a new geographical location and 
a change to new cultural patterns. Some found 
it difficult to live in a pattern of living where 
conformity was notcarefully detailed for them. 
Fortunately the leadership of Civilian Public 
Service met the cry for democracy by pointing 
out that Christianity does not need to be broad 
enough to allow everyone to govern, but what 
the church needs most is a delegated leader- 
ship that is responsive tothe needs ofthe group 
it serves. 


SUMMARY 


In summary I would say that I shall always 
be indebted to the civilian service program for 


the privilege of learning new techniques of lead- 
ership, for the new friends ofall shades of reli- 
gious conviction, for the acquaintance with new 
geographical areas of the country, and for the 
opportunity to render a service to my country 
that was of unquestioned significance. 
(Editor's Note: Harold S. Martinwas formerly 
a member of the Brethren in Christ Church, 
served in Mennonite CPS projects, and is now 
a member of the Elizabethtown (Pa.) Church 
of the Brethren. ) 


STICKLER, Cont'd. 

John Stickler completed training for the 
Peace Corps at Pennsylvania State University 
on September 15. His definite assignment is 
pending although a probable assignment is the 
Philippines to teach English and general sci- 
ence. 


SPRINGER, Cont'd. 


through the best means available to me, "' 
Springer is a member of the Unitarian Church 
in Dallas, Texas. 

A letter from William Springer recently re- 
ceived in the NSBRO office stated: "I cannot 
overempha size the magnificence and timeliness 
of your counsel. My verbal compliments and 
future monetary contribution can express, at 
best, only a token of my appreciation. Your 
help began by giving me confidence when I first 
learned that your board existed. The corre- 
spondence that followed was always prompt and 
appropriate. Often, in the thick of the unpopu- 
larity that conscientious objection engenders, 
you seemed to be the only friend I had." 


Quotable Briefs 


What the present day American has to do is 
to be true tohimself, to be like Washington, the 
keeper of his own conscience. Being true to 
himself, he cannot be false to others. --Ranjee 
Shahani in Think. 

x x % 


A man has no love for his country if he is 
willing for all he caresor does to let the state 
take God's place. --Paul Scherer in Love Is A 


Spendthrift. 


Ke x %K 


Before asking for another talent, be sure to 
make use of what you have. --From The Vin- 
dicator. 





News Briefs 


Members of the United Nations Delegation 
from the Republic of India saw NSBRO's film 
ALTERNATIVES recently in a showing by the 
producers, Visualscope, Incorporated, to 
demonstrate the filmograph technique. The 
delegates from the land of Gandhi were sur- 
prised and impressed on learning of the recog- 
nition given by the United States to its citizens 
who, for conscience' sake, cannot participate 
in war or violence in any form. 

* * * 

A recent letter from Charles Howard, a 
member of the Church of Christ andinI-W serv- 
ice at the Kansas University Medical Center, 
stated: "I am thankful that the government up- 
holds the Constitution in allowing religious 
freedom; Christianity plays a great part in 
keeping the nation strong... ." 

* * a 

Bertrand Russell, 89-year-old philosopher 
and conscientious objector during World War I, 
was sentenced in London on September 12 to 
seven days' imprisonment for refusing tokeep 
the peace in connection with a demonstration 
against nuclear arms. His wife wasalso given 
a seven-day sentence. Three other members 
of Lord Russell's Committee of 100 in the Brit- 
ish campaign against nuclear arms were sent 
to prison for two months and twenty-seven for 
one month. 

* * * 

In a recent meeting in Chicago, members 
of the Mennonite I-W Coordinating Board took 
official action in the form of a resolution ex- 
pressing their interest in the Billy Graham 
evangelistic crusade in Philadelphia, and re- 


quested the Mennonite Brotherhood to arrange 
for a meeting with Billy Graham. The resolu- 
tion stated: ''We do not see I-W as merely al- 
ternative government service, but we see the 
urgency for our churches and youth to a new 
dedication to a spiritualand Biblical witness in 
a world of conflict and sin."' The I-W Board 
expressed concern thatover the years Menno- 
nites have been primarily interested in main- 
taining the Biblical peace position within the 
brotherhood and neglected opportunities to 
share this message with other evangelical 
groups. (At this writing, we have information 
that sixteen Mennonite leaders met with Billy 
Graham. In response to the presentation by 
the Mennonites, Dr. Graham commented on the 
problems involved in taking the nonresistant 
position, but noted the uncertainty and confu- 
sion among Christians regarding the proper 
attitude toward participation in war. ) 

In addition to this resolution I-W directors 
and representatives, meeting to plan coordi- 
nation for more effective I-W witness, noted 
that twenty I-Ws from one conference contribute 
all earnings above cost of living to missions, 
discussed the opportunity for service in hospi- 
tals and secular institutions which have been 
neglected by the Churchinthe past, and called 
upon each conference to spell out to the churches 
the importance of a personal experience with 
Christ if I-W service is to be meaningful. 


NSBRO Annual Meeting 


The Annual Meeting of the NSBRO Board of 
Directors originally set for October 17 has been 
changed to November 16. Directors and Con- 
sultative Council members please note this 
change. 
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